December 15, 2022

After three decades of public service, Peter
retires from Nowell this December. Peter has
dedicated his career to serving the people of
Massachusetts and the South Shore, and |
wish him many years of well-deserved happi-
ness in retirement.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor Peter
Morin, and | ask that my colleagues join me in
recognizing his career and commitment to
serving his community and the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts.

———
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Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the extraordinary achievements and
career of retired California Superior Court
Judge Frederick P. Aguirre.

Judge Aguirre attributes every opportunity
he had in life to the heroism of his family, par-
ticularly his father, who played a major role in
helping desegregate the schools he and his
siblings attended in Placentia, California.

A graduate of the University of Southern
California and the University of California at
Los Angeles Law School, Judge Aguirre
learned to appreciate that it was the service of
his father in the U.S. Military, along with nu-
merous other family members, that gave his
padre the power to stand up to the inequity he
saw after returning home from World War 1.

Aguirre’s father, Alfred, Uncles Richard and
Joe, and 23 assorted cousins all served in
Germany, ltaly, North Africa, the Pacific in all
branches of the U.S. Military during World War
Il, He also had 6 cousins who served in the
Korean War and others who are still military
members.

After returning from war, many of those
servicemen, now accustomed to receiving the
same treatment as white soldiers, did not
stand by when their children were expected to
attend separate schools. Aguirre’s father, who
worked in construction the rest of his life,
joined the fight to integrate Orange County
Schools, eventually becoming the first His-
panic City Councilman in Placentia.

Because of the sacrifices of his
antepasados ancestors, Aguirre achieved suc-
cess as a lawyer and as a judge. His wife,
Linda, whose father and 5 uncles served in
World War Il and Korea, also experienced an
accomplished career as a teacher for 3 dec-
ades in the Anaheim Union High School Dis-
trict. The couple, who never forgot the free-
dom and opportunities their forefathers pro-
vided, realized it was now time for them to re-
ciprocate by researching and documenting the
pivotal—and largely unknown—role Mexican
Americans from Orange County played in U.S.
military history,

Under the non-profit Latino Advocates for
Education, Frederick and Linda, along with re-
search partner Rogelio Rodriguez, produced
books, a documentary and a website, which is
now managed by the Orange County Depart-
ment of Education.

Their recognition efforts also involved hold-
ing numerous community events to honor
Latino veterans at local colleges and univer-
sities. These events continue today, most re-
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cently with Chapman University’s History De-
partment, which has taken on the task of re-
cording oral histories of Orange County’s
Latino veterans.

Judge Aguirre’s efforts to recognize and
honor Latino veterans calls attention to his
dedication in uplifting his Hispanic community.
Throughout his professional career, he served
as the President of the Orange County His-
panic Bar Association, as well as the Presi-
dent of the League of United Latin American
Citizen.

Among his many accolades, he was recog-
nized in 2014 as one of the “101 Influential
Latinos in the U.S.” by Latino Leaders Maga-
zine. Additionally, Mr, Aguirre was named
Judge of the Year by the Hispanic Bar Asso-
ciation of Orange County in 2003.

Frederick Aguirre has created a legacy with
roots that trace back to his father, a WWII vet-
eran, his mother, Julia, who supported the war
effort as a Rosie the Riveter working at Doug-
las Aircraft in Long Beach, and to his many
relatives who served honorably in the U.S.
Military,

For his efforts, the world now knows the
names of the Mexican-Americans who made
the ultimate sacrifice in service to their coun-
try. | ask my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the legacy of Judge Frederick P.
Aguirre’s work to ensure that Mexican-Amer-
ican veterans will be remembered honorably in
American history.

————————
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Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker,
from the 24th District of the great State of
Florida, | rise today to honor Robert Shelley
for his stellar service and contributions as
Commissioner of the City of Aventura.

Someone once said this about local govern-
ment, “when you are in local government, you
are on the ground, and you are looking into
the eyes and hearts of the people you are
there to serve. It teaches you to listen; it
teaches you to be expansive in the people
with whom you talk to; and that engagement
gives you political judgment.”

It is this same standard of leadership and
approach that has distinguished his success at
the City of Aventura. With input given from
passionate public servants like Commissioner
Shelley, Aventura is certain to have a bright
future guided by a grounded approach to local
governance, cooperation, and investment in
the well-being of this community achieved dur-
ing his tenure in office as a Commissioner.

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring
Commissioner Robert Shelley for the comple-
tion of his term in office, his time, his commit-
ment, and outstanding contribution rep-
resenting the residents of the City Aventura.
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor a dedicated public servant,
community activist, trailblazer, and dear friend
of longstanding to my wife, Vivian, and me,
Councilor Evelyn “Mimi” Woodson. She will be
honored at an event on December 15, 2022,
at the Columbus Convention and Trade Cen-
ter for her 28 years as a member of the Co-
lumbus City Council.

Councilor Woodson’s story is truly the epit-
ome of the American Dream. She was born in
Manati, Puerto Rico and spent her formative
years in New York and Chicago before her
family eventually settled in Milwaukee, Wis-
consin.

Because of her love of country, she joined
the Wisconsin National Guard as a part time
soldier before entering the United States Army
where she served her country faithfully for 13
and a half years. During her distinguished mili-
tary career, she was honored with the Good
Conduct Medal, two Oak Leaf Clusters, and
the Army Commendation Medal.

Councilor Woodson moved to Columbus in
1993 and immediately became involved in the
community, establishing Kids and Things, a
successful business that had as its focus the
importance of youth in the community and
civic engagement.

Because of her love of her community and
her belief that she could make a difference,
Councilor Woodson offered herself as a can-
didate for the Columbus City Council. The vot-
ers of District 7 elected her, and she took her
first oath of office on January 3, 1995. She
made history by becoming the first Latino City
Councilor in the history of Columbus, Georgia.
She would be re-elected 6 more times be-
cause of the trust placed in her by her con-
stituents.

During her tenure in elective office, Coun-
cilor never lost sight of the importance of com-
munity and remained closely connected. She
has been involved with many community orga-
nizations during her time on the City Council
to include Columbus Against Drugs,
Winterfield on the Move, American Red Cross,
South Columbus Revitalization, Georgia Mu-
nicipal Association, National League of Cities,
Community Advancement, Hispanic Elected
Officials (served as President), Georgia Asso-
ciation of Latino Elected Officials Board of Di-
rectors, Community Warriors, American Le-
gion, and the Columbus Steam Center. Along
with the late Harold “Lefty” Encarnacion, she
was one of the driving forces behind the Tri
City Latino Association’s cultural festival in Co-
lumbus, Georgia that honors the significant
role that Latinos have played in our country’s
rich history. The festival celebrated its 9th year
in September.

Because of her great work and advocacy in
her community, Councilor Woodson has been
honored with many awards during her public
service to include: Keep Columbus Beautiful
Litter Presentation Award, Perty Favorite City
Leader Award; Ernestine Aurelia Mack Service
to Mankind Award; the Rainbow Push Coali-
tion Woman on the Rise Award; Women of
Action, The Courier Community Service
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